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St. Paul’s Mission Statement:
“Where God is worshiped and His word is shared; we care for
others and use our God-given talents as ambassadors to serve
Christ.”
Our Motto:
Worship – Care – Share – Serve
Comments by Pastor Mike Pozzuto, 2018
It is my privilege and pleasure to serve as pastor of St. Paul
Lutheran Church. I began my call on August 16, 2007. The
congregation has been very welcoming and hospitable to me and
my family. In the past ten years, I have made numerous
friendships and established relationships that have been very
fulfilling. My duties as pastor include visiting the sick at home, or
in the hospital. I am also involved with the youth in the
confirmation program. In addition, I had the opportunity to
participate in three mission trips with several youth. In terms of
sacramental ministry, I have led worship weekly at St. Paul, and
also provided a bi-monthly service at Hennis Care Centre.
As a former educator, I have also enjoyed the opportunity to lead
bible study groups, which has been augmented by the
implementation of a screen in the sanctuary to offer external
resources for the congregation.
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One of the most significant developments at St. Paul over the past
decade has been the growing interest in spiritual formation as
evidenced by the Lutheran Lay Renewal weekend in April 2012
and the burgeoning participation in the Emmaus Walk. I have
been encouraged by the number of members who are seeking to
strengthen and deepen their faith in the Lord.
As we enter this anniversary year, it is my hope and prayer that
the Holy Spirit will always guide and influence the church, so that
we can unite as one in the Word and share in the promise of
salvation. My favorite verse in the Bible is 1 Corinthians 2:9 which
states, “Eye has not seen, ear has not heard, heart cannot
conceive what God has for those who love Him”. Let us celebrate
and rejoice in the promise of God for those who love Him.
Comments by Pastor Dan Schaefer, 2018
Dear Pastor and Friends in Christ,
Congratulations and all the best of God’s blessings on your
Congregational Anniversary. Once again you have the
opportunity to tell your story and share the “Good News” of what
the Lord has done at St. Paul’s. It’s a great story and I hope you
have some fun telling it.
It is a celebration that will bring people together and share some
memories. I appreciated my time as pastor at St. Paul’s. We were
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there when you celebrated 150 years. It was a fruitful time of
ministry and Holly and I remember the friendships and
experiences we shared during that time. Although our son Dan Jr.
has a family of his own in the greater Philadelphia area now, he
recalls many happy times growing up in the town and country
atmosphere of Bolivar. Our lives and ministry were blessed
thanks to so many of you.
There are many challenges facing the Church today. In Luke 12:32
Jesus says, “Fear not little flock, for it is your Father’s good
pleasure to give you the kingdom.” The challenge for us today is
to stay faithful to God’s Word and seek His will. The last 175
years have been great, but with a promise like that the best is yet
to come. Thanks be to God!
With love and best wishes to all,
Pastor Dan and Holly Schaefer
Jerusalem Lutheran Church, Schwenksville, PA

1
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3.
4.

Outreach activities over the last 25 years
by Pastors of St. Paul
Hospital visits
Pastoral calls
Funerals
Devotionals
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5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Involvement in youth activities and mission trips
Confirmation classes
Baptisms
Contributions to written publications
Coordinated Community Vacation Bible School
Initiated Wednesday Lenten services in local churches

175th Anniversary Events TimelineEvents at St. Paul unless noted otherwise. Open to the public.
Date
Time
Event
January 2018 History month
A selection of items from the past 175 years will be on display in
the Fellowship Hall for all to view.
Feb. 24, 2018
7:00 PM
Movie night
We will present the movie “Same Kind of Different as Me”.
During the movie, popcorn and drinks will be provided. Following
the move, we will gather in the Fellowship Hall for coffee and
dessert, where we will discuss the movie.
March 11, 2018
10:30 AM
175th Anniversary
Service and Booklet
We will have a special service in celebration of our 175th
anniversary.
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Date
Time
Event
April 29, 2018 after 10:30 service
Plant Memory Tree
Ted and Marcia Howenstine kindly donated a tree in honor of the
175th anniversary. A photo of the congregation will be taken at
that time for the time capsule.
Ice Cream Social & 5K Run
June 2, 2018
12:00 pm
Location: Fort Laurens Park
The race will start at 11:00. Homemade ice cream, drinks, and
food will be provided. There will be old fashion fun for everyone.
Events: 3 Legged Race, Wheelbarrow Race, Egg & Spoon Race,
Water Balloon toss, Sack Race
August 12, 2018
9:30 PM
Worship led by the youth.
The younger members will take an active part in the service.
Sept. 15, 2018
6:00 PM
Square Dance
Location: Sears’ barn
We will have snacks and drinks. Cost is $5 per person. Tickets will
be sold in advance for the event, as there is limited space.
October 14, 2018 after 10:30 service
Capsule burial
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Closing & Time

Service will be at 10:30, followed by burial of the time capsule. A
luncheon will then follow in the Fellowship Hall (freewill offering).

History
2018 is the 175th anniversary of St Paul Lutheran Church. This
anniversary booklet is an attempt to capture the events and
accomplishments of the past 25 years. Four earlier anniversary
booklets were printed. They represent a large amount of work
and talent by earlier St Paul members.
1. 90th Anniversary of St Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church (18431933)
2.100th Anniversary of the Dedication of St Paul Lutheran Church
(1882-1982)
3.125th Anniversary of St Paul Lutheran Church (1843-1968)
4.150th Anniversary of St Paul Lutheran Church (1843-1993)
The four earlier booklets can be found on the church website.
Also, a few hard copies are available.
Although, at times, the earlier booklets are repetitious, each has
a unique style that spotlights the gifts the congregation
possessed. They are of interest not only to the present
congregation, but to others who read them on the church
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website. The Anniversary Committee decided not to reprint the
history, pastors, and events up to 1993. The earlier booklets
cover these topics well.
Four books are referenced in the earlier booklets. All are dated,
but very interesting. They can be obtained at the Bolivar Public
Library, or through interlibrary loan.
1.History of Tuscarawas County Warner, Beers & Co.
Copyright 1884
2.A History of the East Ohio Synod By A.H. Smith
Columbus, 1924
3.The History of Tuscarawas County to 1956 By Henry C Hagloch
Copyright: Dover Historical Society
4.A Century of Lutherans in Ohio By Willard D Allbeck Copyright
1966 The Antioch Press
Worship at St. Paul Lutheran
St Paul Lutheran uses the LBW, Lutheran Book of Worship (LBW).
This is the green hymnal, and was published in September 1978
by Augsburg Publishing House, Minneapolis, MN. We use Setting I
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or Setting II. In the 1990s, wanting to introduce a contemporary
worship service, we began to use the Hymnal Supplement, often
referred to as the red hymnal. It was published in 1991 by Gia
Publications, Inc. Chicago, IL. It is used at the 8:00 and 10:30
service. Hymns can be selected from both hymnals. Normally, we
choose hymns in same book as the service is in for that day.
Currently, we alternate each Sunday between the green and red
hymnal.
If a month has five Sundays, we often use the “Service of the
Word” service from the green hymnal. The fifth Sunday is
referred to as a “hymn sing” Sunday. As we commonly sing three
hymns at each service, when it is time to sing a hymn, the
congregation selects two hymns, and we sing two stanzas of each
hymn.
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Some people come into your life, and you never forget them and
their wisdom.
25 years ago, in 1993, Mary Helwick was the oldest member of
the congregation. Now Jean Baker and Arloene Howenstine share
that distinction.
Arloene Howenstine
Arloene was born Arloene Faye Hartline on April 13, 1918. In
1940, she moved to Bolivar and opened
the first beauty parlor. In 1942, she
married her loving husband Glenn. She
was Sunday School Superintendent for
many years. Family always came first.
They had two sons, Ned and Ted.
Raising and educating her boys was very
important to her. She is the most
positive and fair lady. She believed in the young people and stood
up for them. I have the utmost respect for this wonderful lady,
and we are all blessed to have her. A quote from Arloene, “Keep
the young people busy, and spend time with the children”.
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Jean Baker
Jean was born Jean Helen Detrich on October 12, 1918. She is a
lifelong member of St Paul, and has
always been very active in the church.
Her mother, Helen, played the piano in
the church, when she was young. In
1932, Jean started singing in the choir.
Jean is a very family oriented lady, and
she deeply loved her husband Dillan.
They have a son Kenny, and daughter
Mary Jean, who is currently a pastor in
Ohio. She is one of the kindest ladies I ever met, and our
congregation is so blessed to have such a wonderful Sister in
Christ. A quote from Jean, “Help where you can”.
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Gifts given to the Glory of God
1999 Nativity set - In memory of Bev Kerns
2010 Eternal light in Sanctuary - Joe & Rose Harris 60th
Wedding Anniversary
2013 Lighted Sign along Poplar St. - In Memory of Charles Kerns
2013 Painting in parlor depicting Jesus on the Cross - Linda
Clugston
2014 Cross located above elevator in Narthex - Perry & Sue Barr

Construction projects
The present church was built in 1882. By 1988, the basement
under the church was no longer adequate for St. Paul’s activities.
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Therefore, a large construction project was undertaken on the
east side of the property, which provided the following:
A. Fellowship hall and kitchen
B. Office area
C. Several rooms for Sunday school, meetings, etc.
D. Storage area
Maintenance on all facilities is vital and necessary. In addition,
there are upgrades, and new technology that must be
implemented when useful.
The most important items from the last 25 years are:
1. Sound system installed in church (1996)
2. New TV and DVD player for adult Sunday school (2007)
3. New stove, refrigerator, and freezer
4. New heating and air conditioning system (2010)
5. Purchase new sign along Poplar St (2013)
6. Screen installed in sanctuary (2013)
7. Ceiling fans installed in sanctuary and fellowship hall (2013)
8. Handicap Automatic opening door (2014)
Other projects undertaken reflect the large amount of work
performed by the congregation and outside contractors.
2000-2002 sanctuary projects (not in chronological order)
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Flower shelves
Light fixture over cross
Frame around “Jesus in Garden” picture
Walls painted
Floors refinished
Wainscot refinished
Insulated ceiling of sanctuary
Painted sanctuary
New blue carpet in sanctuary
Restored blue pews in sanctuary
Building Projects (not in chronological order)
Pointed brick
Fixed spouting of sanctuary
Installed flashing behind spouting on sanctuary
New concrete steps in front of sanctuary
New front sidewalk
Sided outside walls of old restrooms
Painted old basement
Fixed sanctuary wall due to roof leak
Remodeled basement
Added Wi-Fi
New carillon-now a computer program
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Wired the new Fellowship Hall for an alarm system that was never
installed.
Installed camera system that is sometimes used.
Dug trenches to the lamps next to the sidewalks
Organ / Piano
On November 6, 2017, a committee was established to discuss
funding and purchase of a new organ. At the December 17, 2017
congregation meeting, purchase of a new organ was approved.
The cost of the new organ will be approximately $30,000, which
will be paid by donations and memorial funds. This organ will be a
Viscount Sonus 245. Our current organ (Allen) was dedicated
April 4, 1971. The previous organ (Wurlitzer) was dedicated in
1947. St Paul has a Steinway piano, received from the Georgia
Flad estate in 1975. Sandy Finlayson, our organist / accompanist
for more than 25 years, retired in December 1999. Rick Simmons
became the organist/accompanist in January 2000, and continues
currently.
2018 Council Members
Rick Caughey
Peggy Dix
Marcia Howenstine
Lisa Keane
Mark Cunningham
Laura Eberly
Terry Tegtmeier
Alyce Snyder
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Randy Simers
Groups / Activities / Community Service
Rebekah’s Sisters
Rebekah’s Sisters is a group of middle aged women formed in
May 2008. Like the Sonshine Ladies, they meet monthly, and
study women of the bible. In the beginning, we listened to
cassette tapes, and then started reading books. Our first book
was “Women of the Bible”. Our current book is ”52 Weeks with
Jesus”. A few of their many activities are handing out gifts, and
singing Christmas carols at the Tuscarawas Homeless Shelter in
December.
Last Christmas, we
noticed the Home had not
put up a tree or
decorations. So, we all
went to the basement to
retrieve Christmas items,
and residents joined us in
decorating the main area.
Their frowns turned to smiles, as we laughed, and sung together.
We all agreed it was the power of God that brought us together,
and a memory that will live in all our hearts forever.
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We raise money to buy gifts for the shelter by having a bake sale.
We also had a roast beef luncheon which raised $1,200, which we
presented to the shelter. We also raffled off a painting donated
by Linda Clugston.
Every Friday, we deliver backpacks for the “Loving Heart
Foundation”. This is a charity that packs food for school children
that might not have enough food at home. Therefore, they will
not go hungry over the weekend. Every February, we help with
the fundraiser, and donate money. At Christmas, we really enjoy
caroling at the homes of elderly, and they invite us in (Thanks for
the treats and cookies, Arly and Jean.)
Christmas 2016, we went to the nursing home and Christmas
caroled. There was one resident, who was very ill, and painfully
thin and frail. We had only sung regular carols, but something
told us to sing the Lord’s Prayer. Her face lit up, as she tried to
sing along. What a precious gift for all of us, to give her peace,
when she needed it most. Rebekah’s Sisters adopted a little girl
named Laura from Madagascar. We sent monthly checks to help
provide for her. Last September, she turned 18 years old, and our
commitment ended. God bless you Laura.
We like to help our Sonshine Ladies with the rummage sale, and
the “Children’s Christmas Giveaway”. There is nothing like
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spending time with other Christian women doing something
worthwhile.
Thanks to Brenda, Cheryl, Tammy, Carol, Marcia, Linda, Jeanie,
Peggy, Donna, and Sue.

Spread Some Sonshine Group
In October 1990, the elder ladies of our church changed their
name from “Seasoned Citizens” to “Sonshine Ladies”. This is the
perfect name for the wonderful strong ladies who have brought
so much light into our church and community. Their loving
presence alone is a
blessing! A few of
their many
activities include:
1. In April, they
have a rummage
sale. Items are
brought in by
church members.
The money raised is used to buy Christmas gifts for needy area
children.
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2. They are in contact with a school teacher, who lets them
know if a child is in need of shoes, clothes, etc. The needed items
will be supplied.
3. They make a yearly donation to the Salvation Army, and also
to the Backpack Program (The Loving Heart Foundation).
4. They visit the area nursing home bearing gifts of popcorn and
candy at least three times a year. They also visit with residents.
5. Like any good mom, they support Rebekah’s Sisters with their
efforts.
Even when some of the ladies are unable to attend the monthly
meetings due to health issues, the ladies that can attend make
sure to contact those ladies with updates. When spending funds,
they are included in the decision making process. What respect
and love for their Christian friends! We thank you for being such
a role model for future generations.
Members-Rose Harris, Kitty McBeth, Rose Cunningham, Jean
Baker, Arloene Howenstine, Pam Ward & Juanita Witham
(deceased), Betty Haueter (deceased)
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Youth Group
The 2018 St Paul Youth members include Josh Dix, John Kienzle,
Isabelle Huggins, Daniel Marlowe, Austin Ward, Cameron Majors,
Lizzie Kienzle, Whitney Ward, Shawntel Hafer, Carson Majors,
Bailey Keane, Michael Eberly, Kayla Majors, Josh Hampton,
Katelyn Huggins, Tyra Hafer, Vivianne Eberly, Logan Hornberger,
Gabby Huggins, Kaleigh Norris, Lucas Morales, Izaak Matthews,
Trey Parker, and Tripp McClay.
The Youth are led by Coordinator Lisa Keane, and Youth
Committee
members
Laura Eberly,
Kim Pohovey,
Pastor Mike
Pozutto, Jen
Ward, Barb
Shine, Julie
Majors, and
Peggy Dix.
Youth groups meet monthly for dinner, a lesson or discussion,
debate teams, crafts, science experiments, and games, as well as
intermittent outings into the community for fun, education, and
service. Summer missions vary from local family / community
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needs to out of state travel, where they paired with other church
groups to serve a needy community.
The Youth hosted outside speakers, Kory and June Christman, to
lead a Passover Seder celebration inviting the entire congregation
to attend.
The Youth and Youth Leaders work with the local school district
during the BACK TO SCHOOL BLAST, reaching 250-300 school age
students to share church activities, and provide various school
supplies to those students. The St. Paul Youth Leaders also work
with four other local churches for the annual Community Vacation
Bible School. The VBS
location rotates yearly,
allowing St Paul
Lutheran Church to
host once every four
years. Adults and
youth volunteer
countless hours in
preparation and
service to approximately 60 K-5th grade students every summer.
Other activities include Mother / Father’s Day gift giving,
decoration / packing church Christmas decorations, church picnic
activities, the annual Christmas program, and sponsoring
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individuals and / or needy families through World Vision. The
Youth have also partnered with various individuals / church
committees on service projects to include a yearend breakfast
social, Operation Christmas Child, Community Christmas Give
Away, and collecting / donating toys for the nursery.
Altar Guild
Members of St Paul Altar Guild volunteer for a month of service.
Earlier, Altar Guild was a women’s group for anyone who wanted
to serve. It now includes husband and wife teams.
In preparation for a worship service, they perform several
necessary tasks.
1. Refill oil in the candles
2. Change wicks in candles as needed
3. Replace wick in the acolyte’s candle lighter
4. Dust altar area furnishings, piano, and organ
5. Check pews for supplies of envelopes, communion record
cards, information cards and pencils.
In preparation for a service with communion, they fill the
communion cups with wine and juice. Monthly, the wood altar
furnishing, organ, and counter at the rear of the church are oiled
to recondition the wood. After worship service is over, they put
away communion items, return any hymnals to their place, and
dispose of bulletins left in the pews.
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2018 Altar Guild members are: Tenia Sears, Char Young, Brenda
Tegtmeier, Marcia Howenstine, Dee Garrison, Linda and Dave
Clugston, Carol Hoskinson, Cheryl and Randy Simers, Rick
Simmons, Judy App, and Tammy Huggins.
Choir
We are proud of and enjoy the St Paul Lutheran choir. Summer
months aside, the choir practices weekly, so we can sing as often
as possible at worship services. The St Paul “choir loft”, the front
left corner pews, has not been used for several years. As part of
the 2001 renovation, the organ speakers were replaced, and put
in the cornice under the picture in the front of the church.
Pellegrino Music Co., the Allen Organ representative involved,
suggested the choir sing from behind the altar. He said that the
natural shape, like an amphitheater, would help blend and project
our voices. It does make a difference. The choir decided not to
wear choir robes, or sit in the choir loft, allowing choir members
to sit and worship with their families. Over the years, the choir
has begun singing with recorded CD accompaniment for most
choir anthems. We have no “director”. We rehearse with the
recordings to sing like the performers on the CDs.
2018 choir members are: Marcia Howenstine, Peggy Dix, Rose
Cunningham, Sue Bahr, Linda Clugston, Jane Davis, Carol
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Hoskinson, Alyce Snyder, Tammy Huggins, Cheryl and Randy
Simers, Brenda and Terry Tegtmeier, Josh Dix, and Rick Simmons.
Community Meal
A free community meal is served the third Thursday of the month
from 5:00 to 6:30 PM. The women of the church volunteer to
prepare and serve the meal. The program was started in 2008 by
Brenda Tegtmeier and Tammy Huggins.
Yoga class
Dee Garrison volunteers her time every Monday from 9:00 to
10:00 AM to teach yoga to women of the church and the
community.
Book club
The Christian Book Club of St Paul Lutheran Church is beginning its
tenth year. The club was started primarily as an educational tool,
in order to “glorify God and enjoy him forever.” We pray that
through the gift of literature (books), we might help people know
more about God and his kingdom, including the “Good News”,
and how to share it with others. While education is our primary
focus, we hope that our selections will also be interesting and
compelling.
We usually read one book every two months. Through the years,
we’ve read and discussed approximately 55 books, not counting
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rereading several choices. Our selections have been diverse.
They range from old to new (Pascal’s Pensees to Hidden
Christmas), from classical to poorly known (Mere Christianity to
The Devil in Pew Number Seven), from difficult to easy (If God,
Why Evil to Wonderland Creek), deep to shallow (Relativism to
Murder in the Mummy’s Tomb), agreed upon to controversial
(Knowing God to The Shack), fictional and nonfictional
(Frankenstein and The Hiding Place), philosophical and lessphilosophical (Socrates Meets Jesus and Wherever I Wind Up),
laborious to entertaining (Why the Reformation Still Matters to
The Education of Little Tree), delightful to disturbing (Between
Heaven and Mirth to Unbroken), and numerous points in
between.
However, just as important as the actual books we’ve read have
been the discussion sessions, and the people who attend these
meetings. I am regularly and continuously amazed by how much
is learned from hearing other people’s thoughts and
interpretations, and by what has moved them, or with what they
like or dislike. These conversations are done with gentleness and
respect, and they always bring up different viewpoints that add to
the educational benefit for all. I thank everyone who has been
involved.
Annual Rummage sale
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The rummage sale is run by the Sonshine Ladies. It takes place on
a Friday and Saturday in April. The congregation brings in items
that are suitable for yard sales, etc. Clothing, tools, toys, and
simple appliances, such as coffee pots, are ideal items. The
money raised goes to purchasing Christmas gifts for area needy
children.
Monthly Fellowship
Fellowship takes place on the third Sunday of the month after the
10:30 service. A light meal is served, and the congregation has an
opportunity to socialize.

Adult Sunday School
The Adult Sunday School class meets every Sunday from 9:15 to
10:15. As expected, Christian education is the obvious focus.
Over the years, we have used various techniques and resources,
as we continue to pursue that goal. We have used DVDs of
various speakers and Christian teachers, including R.C. Sproul,
Norman Geisler, Greg Koukl, Frank Turek, Timothy Keller, and
many others. The Truth Project with Del Tackett was a 10 week
series that was extremely well done and educational. Most of the
books of the New Testament have been studied, with a recent
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survey of the Gospel of Mark just ending. We are continuing our
studies over the next months with another Biblical book, Acts of
the Apostles.
I believe the biggest asset we possess resides in the strength,
diversity, and friendliness of our class members. Almost
everyone is willing to share in cordial, yet challenging discussions
that contribute to the depth and breadth of our conversations.
We are indeed blessed to have such a talented and dedicated
group of people who are willing to share their knowledge and
ideas with one another.
If you’re interested in learning more about out God, why not join
us each Sunday?
Pastors since our last publication:
Daniel Schaefer 1989-1991 Bolivar and Zoarville
Daniel Schaefer
1992-2003 Bolivar only
Ronald Jefferson 2003-2004 Interim Bolivar only
Blanche Tyree
2004-6/9/2005 Bolivar only
John Zimmann
2005-2006 Interim Bolivar
Thomas T Baumgardner 2006-2007
Interim Bolivar
Michael Pozzuto Aug. 2007-Present Bolivar
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From St. Paul’s 125th Anniversary publication:

Written by Mrs. Ralph Detrich
This Holy House - a sacred heritageOur proud bequest
From hearts that prayed and hands that toiled.
And now forever rest.
The seasons of a century have brought
The winter storm and summer rain to touch these walls
So firmly wrought.
Through its wide doors have passed the feet of youth
And slower footsteps of the old.
Music of joy - of sadness,
Round its vaulted arches rolled.
Through lovely windows, soft light filtering
Touches old wood to beauty,
Stirs the heart, remembering
Those builders of the past who worshiped here
Whose feet have trod
Our way, And in their passing reared
This temple to the glory of their God.
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